
Juls 25, 1955 

Dr. iiobert Brigga 
Lankenau~ Cancer &march Institute 
Philadelphia ll, Pa. 

Dear Bob: 

Iistbr and I have been putting the final tC;rrchas for the MS. for the 
symposium paper, whence some quaaticma cam to :xLnd about yotu' studies with 
tolu&&i,ne blue. 

I wae partitzllarly intrigued by your account of fertilizations with par- 
tially inactivated sperm. Do you armd.be tie ~bnaraal embryos to aneuploidy? 
If so, do you think each chromosome is it unit of respoass to the dye? Then soma 
Lcind of "multiplicity rer:tivatlctn~t experimmt Might be possible. fmyhm, 
you hrl a f(;Kjtadrs which implied that a mre detailed cytilo;;ical study nright 
be forthcoaiag- have you anything that &mm or! the history of the partially 
inactivated sperms'? 

Ge were im-mii.ntely re-interested in this because there fs n recent cl& 
of partial fertU.zntion in E, colf- these French mxkcm disrupted Lmting 
cxultures preaatureJ..y and cl&a to have induced (a$ revealed) the txwnsrnissfon 
of part&al gaS3tes. The evidancrj there j;, rwt vury convincing, and they are 
som%hat confused as to whather they are induci-ag the effcc t (as seems axwe 
likely) OF Ui-lOOVW~ a normal proce3a, But I ma curious &but possible mu- 
logies, f&iUer ad Ponteoorvo had seething similar x1t.h UV'd sperm, but never 
published mom ext%nsively than a nots 3.n Scieme (92418, 84O). I a a little 
surprised that no on3 (as far as I know) has follmmd your dye effects in Dro- 
sophila, wham a more cwmplete genstic awlysis sould be possible, but I am 
sendhg a copy of this 1etLes tQ Herskowitz to see nrhat he thinks about it. 

Yours since:-sly, 


